
Intertek Activewear Solutions
PFCs Testing Services

The use of PFCs in consumer products has been linked to health risks.

Where are PFCs found?

PFCs (perfluorinated compounds) are commonly used in a number of activewear products like  
outerwear and footwear to provide water- and stain-repellency properties. Various regulations are in 
place banning the use of PFCs because they have been proven to be hazardous to human health.

PFCs have been proven to be: 
♦ Carcinogenic and toxic to reproduction
♦ Harmful to the immune system
♦ Persistent in the environment and water ecosystem (they don’t break down)

Because of their stain- and water-repellency properties, fluorine-based water repellents are  
commonly applied to outdoor apparel and equipment, including jackets, skiing apparel, shoes, 
gloves, backpacks and tents. 

Products produced with fluorine-based water repellents raise concerns when PFCs are directly  
released. It has also been found that during the manufacturing process, PFCs can be locked into  
the repellent polymer and may degrade over time, causing the products to be harmful to consumers 
and the environment. 
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Comprehensive PFCs Testing Solutions
Intertek offers complete PFCs testing capabilities to industry-wide testing standards to identify the 
existence of these substances if your apparel and footwear products, as well as throughout the 
production process. 

Intertek helps you ensure compliance with regulations while producing high-quality products that 
meet the demand for PFCs-free products.

Long-term Solutions
Identification of  
water repellent

Short-term Solutions 
Analysis of PFCs

in products

Why Choose Intertek? 
Intertek is a leader in the testing, inspection and certification industry, with 38,000 people in 1,000 
locations in more than 100 countries.

Our global expertise and extensive capabilities in textiles, apparel and footwear testing is supported 
by our more than 7,000 Softlines employees located across nearly 50 textiles and footwear  
laboratories and more than 40 chemical laboratories across North and South America, Asia Pacific 
and Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 

Partner with Intertek for all your high performance textile and apparel quality and safety testing 
needs. 

Visit www.intertek.com to learn more.

Regional Contact
CHINA +86-400-886-9926 / china.softlines@intertek.com
FRANCE +33-2-32-63-31-45 / france.softlines@intertek.com
GERMANY +49-911-74075-0 / germany.softlines@intertek.com
HONG KONG +852-2173-8239 / hongkong.softlines@intertek.com
INDIA +91-124-4503400 / india.softlines@intertek.com
UK +44-1942-265-700 / uk.softlines@intertek.com
US +1-800 WORLDLAB (967 5352) / northamerica.softlines@intertek.com

Your Local Representative
Carol Peng

+886-2-6602-2602
carol.peng@intertek.com

http://www.intertek-twn.com
taiwan.softlines@intertek.com

+886-2-6602-2888


